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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

EVAN & ANGELA FULCHER 
Evan and Angela come to St. Philip by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church of 

Brooklyn, NY.  She grew up in St Louis, Missouri.  Angela attended the University of Missouri, St 

Louis, and graduated from Columbia University, Teachers College.  She is a Program Manager for 

Education. Evan grew up in Evansville, Indiana and graduated from Purdue University.  He is an 

Executive Director of Strategy and Operations.   Angela and Evan just had their child, William 

Harold, baptized at the 11 am service on November 27.   Angela enjoys exercise, cooking, and 

reading. She is passionate about social justice, new parents, and enjoys a good time!  Evan enjoys 

cooking, soccer (watching!) and biking.  Evan grew up in the Catholic Church and as an adult was 

drawn to the openness of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Evan is interested in worship, 

peacemaking and social justice, and fellowship. Evan found St Philip on the PCUSA website.  He 

was drawn to St Philip by the friendliness of the congregation and the music program.   

CAREY & DOROTHY MURPHEY 
Carey and Dorothy joined us letter of transfer from Presbytery of New Covenant. He is a Deacon 

and she is an Elder in the PC(USA).  Dorothy has moved many times; though she has been in 

Texas the longest, she has also lived in Oklahoma and Arkansas.  Carey hails from the rose capital 

of America—Tyler, Texas.  She is a retired high school English teacher; teaching at Bellaire HS 

and Strake Jesuit.  In her spare time she is a docent at Museum of  Fine Arts, enjoys reading, 

gardening and drama performances.  Carey is a graduate of Rice University and retired as a Senior 

Advisor, Tubular Design.  His interests include math and mechanics software.  From their 62 years 

of marriage they have three children and four grandchildren to keep them busy.  Fellowship, 

stewardship and peacemaking & social justice interest Dorothy.  While Carey is interested in 

worship and fellowship. 

TYLER WOMACK 
Tyler joins us from Houston First Baptist.  He is married to Candace who is a candidate for 

ministry in the PC(USA).  Tyler is a native Texan from The Woodlands. He attended Texas A&M, 

Fuller Theological Seminary and Duke Universities to become a financial analyst.  For relaxation, 

Tyler enjoys playing the guitar, sports and exploring theology.  He is interested in our Christian 

Education and Peacemaking & Social Justice activities. 

Evan and Angela 
Fulcher 

 
Not Pictured 
At This Time 

Carey & Dorothy Murphey Tyler & Candace Womack 

mailto:philip-eye@saintphilip.net


SPONSOR A FAMILY FOR 
CHRISTMAS! 

If you signed up to sponsor a family 

or family member of our Christmas 

Families please have those wrapped 

gifts into the church Library by 

Sunday, December 11th. Your 

generosity will be essential in helping 

twelve families experience the 

generous spirit of the Christmas 

season. Contact Greg Han at 

greg@hanmail.me if you have any 

questions.  

PRIMETIMERS 
The Primetimers Annual Christmas 

Luncheon will be December 17th at 

11:30 a.m. Please join us at Brazos 

Tower—Event Center, 4141 S. 

Braeswood, 77025.  Complimentary 

va le t  p a r k i n g  i s  i nc lud ed . 

Reservations with payment of $25 

must be in by December 11th to the 

church office. When you RSVP 

please indicate if you prefer salmon 

or beef. 

A FAMILY SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITY 

The children and families of St. 

Philip are invited to gather for a 

service opportunity on Saturday, 

December 10.  Christian Community 

Service Center is sponsoring a 

Christmas toy and book drive, called 

the Jingle Bell Express. Volunteers of 

all ages are called upon to help sort 

and distribute toys, books, and 

holiday food packages for families in 

need. We will meet this Saturday at 

9:00 a.m. in the St. Philip parking lot, 

then carpool to Bellaire United 

Methodist Church. We’ll work until 

11:30 a.m. followed by lunch at Café 

E x p r e s s  i n  M e y e r l a n d 

Plaza.  Parental chaperones are 

r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e 

morning.  Please contact Omar if you 

are interested or have questions at 

omar@saintphilip.net.  

  

December 6, 2016 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL 
ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M. 

NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL  

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old 

are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional 

childcare providers.  Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the 

Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway 

on the first floor.  An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct 

you there.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 

Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104 

Grades 1,2, & 3—Room 105 Grades 9-12—Room 205  

Grades 4 & 5—Room 103  Confirmation Class—Room 202 

Grades 6-8—Room 206  

Youth Choir/Youth Group meet the second and fourth Sundays 

of each month.  Next gathering is December 11. 

Youth Choir (Grades 6-12) -  4:30—Choir Room 

Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - 5:30—7:30 Youth Room 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - Room 201 - December 11— 

Towards a Theology of Trauma - Storms are a fact of life. 

Amazingly, most of us are equipped to come through very 

treacherous seas. We will explore that process and celebrate our 

capacities to survive. Presented by Rev. Steven Spidell, Director 

of Spiritual Care at Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital in 

Baytown and former director of Presbyterian Outreach to 

Patients in Houston. December 18 - Film study: Inside Out - 

Riley is 11 and has just moved with her parents from Minnesota 

to San Francisco. How does she feel about it? Well, meet the 

emotions in her brain’s control center: Fear, Anger, Disgust, 

Sadness, and Joy, which Pixar Animation Studios bring to 

unforgettable life, using current science in brain psychology and 

memory. Inside Out is inspired and inventive, sharply insightful 

and delightfully charming, even as it leaves us more deeply 

understanding ourselves. A study guide with questions to help 

guide your own viewing of the film before class is available at: 

www.saintphilip.net. Presented by Kate Burkart, who minored 

in film at Penn State and has been leading film/media studies at 

St. Philip since 2002. Kate looks forward to hearing your 

thoughts - and hearing how your emotions felt about Inside Out! 

Church and Society will not meet Christmas Day, December. 

25. January 1 - New Years Day - Decorative Arts at 

Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly - Monterey Furniture, San 

Jose Tiles and Ironwork by Eric Reisel - Learn how the Mexican 

Revolution, c. 1910 - 1920, influenced the architecture and 

decorative arts at Mo-Ranch -the talkie movie In Old Arizona, 

the tiles made by artisans at San Jose Mission and the ironwork 

of German emigrant Eric Reisel. Presented by Mickey Meyers. 

January 8 - What's at Stake for 2017? for the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) and for St. Philip? Presented by Rev. John 

Wurster. 

BIBLE STUDY – Room 204 – The class is engaged in a study  

of the book of  1 Samuel which tells of the rise of the kingdom 

of Israel and the eventual rise of David as their leader, revealing 

throughout the very human traits of the people involved in the 

narrative.  The Bible study class utilizes the insights of a variety 

of scholars to expand our understanding of God’s message of 

faithfulness to His people.  Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead 

the discussions.  All are welcome. 
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SPa—Room 200  - The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a 

fellowship of adults from all walks of life who gather for 

learning and community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/

interactive class. Sharing leadership is easy and fun and, as you 

probably can tell, we're not a group that is shy about asking 

questions!  Contact Greg Han at greg@hanmail.me 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL 
On the second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre

-K through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel 

with Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the 

conversation with children during the 11 o’clock service. In the 

Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the whos, whats, 

wheres, whens and whys of worship, while praying, singing and 

hearing God's word at an age-appropriate level. Children return 

to join the congregation in the first few pews on the lectern side 

of the church for the last hymn.  Please contact Omar Rouchon 

if you have any questions. The next service is December 11th. 

 

WEEKDAY CLASSES 

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP 

Join the discussion in the dining room (in the administration 

building, at the south end of campus) December 12 with St. 

Philip’s Monday evening study group! Besides conversation, 

our meetings include fellowship, refreshments, and a brief 

devotional, as we continue our study of The Gnostic Gospels by 

Elaine Pagels. We will be discussing chapter 6, “Gnosis: Self-

knowledge as knowledge of God.” We meet each second and 

fourth Monday, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., and since December can 

be pretty hectic for some, the meeting following this one will be 

January 9. Come even if you haven’t done the reading; the 

discussion is always timely and thought-provoking. If you 

would like to put forward a nomination for our next book, e-

mail kiburkart@comcast.net, and then come to our December 

12 meeting to vote. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 
John Wurster is leading  a study of the Book of Revelation. This 

final book of the Bible has long puzzled readers with its vivid 

imagery and apocalyptic themes. Over the coming months, we 

will read the entire book and piece together its meaning and 

significance. The class meets at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday in the 

Dining Room. 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP  
Join the Men’s Weekly Fellowship each Friday. They meet on 

Fridays in the Conference Room at noon.  The book that they 

are discussing is Search for Happiness by Martin Thielen. 

Please contact Robert Estill about copies of the book 

reestill@sbcglobal.net  The men who wish to participate should 

bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be provided.  Men of all 

ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group. The group 

wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m.   

MONTHLY BOOK GROUP   
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books, 

socialize, and have a night out meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. at a member’s home.  Our next meeting is 

December 8th and will be a social at Local Foods on Kirby. 

This self-led, interactive group produces lively discussions and 

wonderful fellowship. For more information go to: http://

saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html   
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WHAT'S UP IN THE  
COMMUNITY GARDEN? 

Even though we are in Advent, the St. 

Philip garden is still producing.  We 

recently dug up the last of the sweet 

potatoes.  All in all, between two rounds 

of harvesting this fall, we estimate we 

donated 70 pounds or so of them to the 

CCSC food pantry. These were entirely 

volunteer plants, sprouted from ones we 

seemingly missed digging up last year.  

(We sort of hope we missed a few again 

this year so we'll get more next year!)  

The cabbage, collards, and brussels 

sprouts plants used as table centerpieces 

for the stewardship luncheon in 

November went right into the garden 

afterward.  The greens we planted from 

seed in early October are doing well, and 

we've already harvested some to donate. 

Our butterfly and pollinator garden has 

been a great success.  We've had monarch 

caterpillars galore munching on the 

milkweed plants.  Dozens have been 

spotted on the plants in recent weeks, and 

the plant stalks are nearly bare of leaves.  

The milkweed pods are just opening and 

sending out their seeds, so we may see 

more plants popping up in the spring.  

Lots of bees and butterflies have been 

spotted on the flowers, as well. 

The little Meyer lemon tree, planted along 

the front walkway of the church about 

three years ago, bore fruit this year, and 

we donated a half-dozen or so lemons to 

the food pantry. 
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Things should be pretty quiet until 

February, when we'll be preparing for 

spring planting. Take a look at the garden 

next time you are on the back side of the 

church; it's one of the ways our 

congregation shows its care for God's 

creation and helps feed neighbors in need.  

If you are interested in getting involved 

with the garden project, contact Cathy 

Patterson at cpatters@swbell.net or the 

church office. 

PW CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
December 18th in the Dining Room at 

12:15 p.m. Come one, come all St. Philip 

women!  You are cordially invited to 

attend the annual PW Christmas 

Luncheon December 18 at 12:15 pm.  We 

will gather to give thanks for our many 

blessings, share wonderful food, and 

study the Horizon’s Bible Study Guide 

Who Is Jesus - Lesson 4.  Please bring an 

unwrapped toy for a boy or a girl between 

the ages of 1 and 14 years old.  Refugee 

children being assisted by Interfaith 

Ministries will be the recipients of this 

year’s gifts.  Also, the PW Thank 

Offering will be collected to be sent to the 

Creative Ministries Offer Committee of 

Presbyterian Women in the PC (USA).  

The Thank Offering funds programs that 

provide education, safe housing, clean 

water, health care, help for prisoners, 

justice for women, and much more. 

Please RSVP by calling the church office 

or emailing Mary Ann Thomas at 

ma.thomas48@yahoo.com. 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
January 20-22 

Description: Perhaps you'd call yourself 

creative... or perhaps you struggle to draw 

a stick figure! Either way, as children of 

the Creator, we are called to be co-

creators in God's kingdom on earth that is 

daily being made new. In this sense, 

creativity is not merely something that we 

"do," but a lens through which we see 

God's world and live as followers of 

Christ. Join us as we explore our 

distinctly creative call as children of God, 

journeying through scripture and 

engaging in artistic spiritual practices for 

prayer, discernment, and renewal. 

Leader Bio:  

Rev. Katherine Hester Doehring 
Katherine is a PC(USA) teaching elder 

who recently transitioned from serving as 

Campus Pastor of United Campus 

Ministry in Aggieland to a chaplaincy 

residency at Memorial Hermann in the 

Texas Medical Center. Katherine holds a 

B.A. from Davidson College in Studio 

Art, and an M.Div. from Duke Divinity 

School, where she specifically studied the 

connection of theology and art through 

Duke Initiatives in Theology and the Arts. 

Exploring the connection between art, 

creativity, and Christian faith is a lifelong 

passion for Katherine, and she is deeply 

honored to embark on a creative spiritual 

journey with the women of St. Philip! 

Registration forms available in Gathering 

Area or at  

saintphilip.net/PresWomen.html 

This January, the Education Committee will once again be offering a term of classes for our elementary Sunday School students and 

their families on elements of worship. The theme of this year’s January Term will be “God’s Gifts.” The series of five classes will 

take place each of the five Sundays in January during the regular church school hour of 9:30-10:30a.m. Sessions will be co-led by 

pastors, staff, and members of the Education Committee. 

The goal of these classes will be to engage our young disciples with practices, rituals and routines of worship in the Church, and also 

specific ways in which we worship at St. Philip. The Directory of Worship of the PCUSA states that “Children bring special gifts to 

worship and grow in the faith through their regular inclusion and participation in the worship of the congregation”  (W-3.1004). 

The scheduled order of classes and leaders: 

 January 1 God’s Gift of Music Jeffrey Cooper and Carol Junkin 

 January 8 The Sacrament of Baptism: the gift of belonging                   Omar Rouchon and Clara Reed 

 January 15 The Sacrament of Communion:  the gift of hospitality                   Rev. Keatan King and Rev. Nate Carlin 

 January 22 Worship for All God’s People: gifts of grace and gratitude          Rev. Emily Owen and Tim Burgess 

 January 29 Celebrating the Church Year: the gift of time                                 Rev. John Wurster and Cletus Johnson 

Parents are invited and strongly encouraged to attend these classes with their children, as it is our deep belief that worship and 

instruction alongside one’s family strengthens the bond of those relationships as well as the entire community: “The parent(s) or the 

one(s) exercising parental responsibility should teach their children about Christian worship by example, by providing for household 

worship, and by discussion and instruction” (W-5.7002). 

Additional information about children and worship can be found on our church’s website. Please contact Omar Rouchon at 

omar@saintphilip.net if you have any questions.  We look forward to seeing you in January!    

GOD'S GIFTS - FAMILY WORSHIP WORKSHOP 

mailto:cpatters@swbell.net?subject=SPPC%20Community%20Garden
mailto:ma.thomas48@yahoo.com?subject=PW%20Christmas%20Luncheon
http://saintphilip.net/PresWomen.html
mailto:omar@saintphilip.net?subject=God's%20Gifts%20-%20Family%20Workshop


MINOR, BUT MIGHTY: YOUNG 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY OF THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 
This fall Young Adults will examine  

some of the Minor Prophets together. 

These prophets are all the books of the 

Old Testament beginning with Hosea 

through Malachi and bear the title 

“Minor” because of their brevity, ranging 

in length from 1 to 14 chapters. Though we call them minor, 

they deliver mighty messages from God spoken to restore justice 

and righteousness in Israel. We will expand our perception of 

prophets beyond “those who see the future,” widening our 

understanding of a tradition of visionary preachers raising their 

voices to call a community into a decision. J and Wendy Stewart 

will host us in their home at 6:30 p.m. on December 12. 

MONTROSE STREET REACH 
The Young Adults of St. Philip support the Montrose Street 

Reach Ministry every 4th Wednesday of the month during 2016, 

supplying and serving snacks to homeless persons gathering 

before they have dinner.   The next date will be December 21st 

from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  The address is 1110 Lovett Blvd. 

Houston, TX 77006. Caution: do not park behind Half Price 

Books, as they tow non-customers. Park instead on a side street 

or in front of the Presbytery Office. For more information 

contact Keatan King at keatan@saintphilip.net 

2017 ST. PHILIP MO-RANCH RETREAT 
Each June, members of St. Philip travel to the Texas Hill 

Country for a long weekend of Christian fellowship. In the 

beautiful surroundings of Mo-Ranch, we study, play, and relax 

as a church family. Our program begins after supper on 

Thursday, June 8 and continues through worship on Sunday 

morning June 11. Many arrive earlier on Thursday to enjoy the 

ranch and time in the river. Most of us find it difficult to leave 

on Sunday. Please make plans to join us!  

ADVENT VBS  
Thank you to all of 

our volunteers who 

helped with Advent 

VBS on December 

3rd.It was a great 

success.  There were 

t w e n t y - e i g h t 

c h i l d r e n  i n 

attendance learning 

about Mary’s Song!  

We are grateful for 

the time and gifts of the following individuals: 
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Financial Information as of 10/31/2016 

 2016 Pledges Received  $618,742.16 

 YTD Budget  $822,500.00 

 

 Income  $983,605.70 

 Expenses  $1,143,534.85 

 Revenue over (under) expense       ($160,229.15)

  

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Dick Howard – St. Luke’s Medical Center – health issues  

Barbara Rathgeber—receiving dialysis 

Jan Conner – recovering from a broken neck at Memorial 

Hermann – Katy  

Jo Helland – recovering from hip surgery 

Barbara Cloninger – has moved to Home Sweet Home Hospice 

Care in Katy  

Sondra Sullivan – recovering from hip replacement at Treemont 

Healthcare  

Emil Runge, brother of Sandra Truxillo moving to hospice 

Kenna Beck, Nancy Young’s mother, serious health concerns  

Jack Wetmore – friend of Wayne and Sandra Truxillo, is 

receiving treatment  

Norma Reagan – Sarah O’dell’s mother recovering from a hip 

fracture  

Bill Clements—brother-in-law of Vicki McKay; stage 4 

lymphoma cancer & heart problems  

Jan Meyer’s father - Don is fighting health issues in New 

Braunfels 

Virginia Walker, friend of Mary McGuire, recovering from 

stroke and 2 brain surgeries 

Dan Cleveland’s niece Deanna in Kissimmee, FL fighting Stage 

IV Breast Cancer 

Don DeCamp - Gary Gardner and Peg Palisin’s friend who has 

been moved to hospice care with metastatic prostate cancer  

Karen & Bill Morris’s nephew Jason in Virginia, diagnosed with 

Stage IV colorectal cancer 

Larraine Lyter-Reed’s brothers: Martin is recovering from 

amputation; Leland – ongoing cancer treatment   

 

Recuperating at Home: Patrick Ball, Joe Anne Berwick, 

Larry Dean, Helen Harris, Malcolm Host, T.E. “Joe” Keever, Jo 

Jones, Alice Pennington, Ruth Siciliano, Carolyn Vestal, Penny 

Vieau, Ruth Weber  

2017 Pledge Update as of 12/2/2016 

 Pledges Received:    $   874,583 
 2017 Pledge Goal:        $1,123,675 

Pledge cards are available in the narthex if you have not 
yet turned in your pledge or contact the church office. 

ADULTS 

Skip Britton 

Kate Crary 

Kara D’Agostino 

Omi Ford 

Judith Hiott 

Marcia James 

Cletus Johnson 

 

Carol Junkin 

Micah Meyers 

Liz Miguez 

Vanessa Nenna 

Randall Swanson 

Ruthie Waldrop 

 

YOUTH 

Margaret Fair 

Elizabeth Junkin 

Eleanor Kimbro 

Charlotte Murphy 

Molly Vestal 

George White 

To my fellow members of St. Philip Presbyterian 

Church.  Thank you so much for your notes and phone call 

as I began dialysis.  You are a wonderful, caring, and 

loving group of people and  your thoughts and prayers are 

much appreciated.  Thank you again. 

  

Barbara Rathgeber 

mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Young%20Adults%20at%20SPPC


Chuck Johnson Steve Nettles 

December 6, 2016 

ST. PHILIP LIBRARY  
Have you noticed through the doors and windows of Room 108 off the Gathering Area the wonderful collection of books?  This 

collection is built from both Central Presbyterian Church and St. Philip Presbyterian Church as well as many donations from church 

members and visitors.  If you would like to stroll in there on a Sunday and peruse the books feel free to.  If you would like to borrow 

one, please pull the card out of the back and sign your name.  Place card in the box on the little table by the door.  You are asked to 

return the book(s) after two weeks, but if you need longer that isn’t a problem, just let Judith Hiott know.   When you return the book 

just put it in the basket under the little table.   

The following items have been added to the St. Philip library: 

 Fullman, Joseph. Eyewitness: Ancient Civilizations. Gift of Carolyn Vestal. [C 930 FUL] 

 Haberer, Jack. God Views: The Convictions that Drive Us and Divide Us. Gift of The Men’s Fellowship [285.1 HAB] 

 Howell, James C. The Beatitudes forToday. [241.5 HOW] 

 Laforge, Suzy. Remembering What Matters: Stories from an Amazing Place Reveal the Unexpected Lessons of Dementia. Gift 

of Carla Burns. [616.8 LAF] 

 Ottati, Douglas F. Duerr Lecture Series 2015: Exploring the Teaching of Jesus. Gift of Elizabeth Duerr. [CD OTT] 

 Ottati, Douglas F. Theology for Liberal Protestants: God the Creator.  Gift of the Duerr Lecture Series Advisory Board. [230 

OTT] 

 Shelp, Earl E. and Ronald H. Sutherland. Sustaining Presence: A Model of Caring by People of Faith. Gift of Mary Sinderson. 
[253 SHE] 

 Shelp, Earl E. Born to Die: Deciding the Fate of Critically Ill Newborns. Gift of Mary Sinderson. [174.2 SHE] 

 Standaert, Mary M. and Joseph Standaert. Montreat. Gift of Mary and Joseph Standaert in Honor of Sara Jean Jackson. [975.6 

STA] 

 Standaert, Mary M.The Montreat Gate Boys and Their Stories. Gift of Mary and Joseph Standaert in Honor of Sara Jean 

Jackson. [975.6 MON] 

 Tverberg, Lois. Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus. [232.9 TVE] 

 Whitney, Molly and Gary Whitney. Thistle Downe: A Tale of Trolls and Fairies. Gift of Molly and Gary Whitney [J FIC WHI] 

 

GROWING IN GRACE AND GRATITUDE! 

Steve and I are grateful the stewardship committee asked us to be a 

part of their many plans for our church wide commitment 

season.  Thanks be to God! With our letter to you and our personal 

remarks during worship, we suggested three things for all of us to 

consider. 

First, we feel supported in our need to think of stewardship as more 

than a “season”.  Stewardship is our  response of gratitude to a God 

who expresses God’s love though creation and recreation of all things. 

Secondly, we feel supported in suggesting that our being God’s work 

in the world is a direct result of our feeling that St. Philip is our 

church home.  It is where we worship together and from where we 

leave to go serve together.  The “numbers” in a budget are important 

and indeed are a means for us as the Body to see a snapshot of where 

our dollars are being spent. 

Lastly, we feel supported in being conscious of setting aside our 

narrow, human response to all things and being more open to the 

widely inclusive leading of the Spirit in our lives.  How many times 

have we thought “no” and said “yes”? 

We want to thank you for your response to the commitment season.  It helps us with planning our 2017 efforts as the Body of 

Christ.  As others of us are in the process of considering responses, we encourage the effort, the prayer, the meditation and hope to 

hear from you as you feel lead by the Spirit. 

In gratitude to God, 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS—NOVEMBER 2016 

Stated Session Meeting – November 15th 

• Session approved the transfer of membership letter of Garry Eudey to First United Methodist Church, Missouri City, Texas. 
• Session approved the transfer of membership letters of Stewart and Logan Lyman to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 

Nashville, Tennessee. 
• Session elected Ada Fuller to serve as St. Philip Treasurer in 2017. 
• Session approved Bebe Burns, Carla Burns, James Cooper, Ada Fuller, Lee Larkin and Rhonda Sands to serve as signatories on 

St. Philip accounts with Frost Bank, with Wells Fargo Brokerage, and with Texas Presbyterian Foundation and with New 

Covenant Funds 
• Session approved having the Ministers’ Discretionary Fund be the recipient of the January 1, 2017 communion offering. 

Called Session Meeting, November 20 

Session received into membership  

• Evan Fulcher by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, NY 

• Tyler Hamilton Womack by letter of transfer from Houston’s First Baptist Church 

• Dorothy Jane Murphey and Carey Epps Murphey, Jr. by letter of transfer from The Presbytery of New Covenant 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

As we jump into the Advent season and all the Christmas festivities, please consider some different ways to make a gift to Saint 

Philip.   

First, you might consider making an offering of marketable securities.  You may even qualify to give those stocks out of your IRA 

and avoid income tax.  If you would like to donate stocks, from a regular portfolio or an IRA, please have your broker contact Ms. 

Tina Wettig at Wells Fargo Advisers (our broker) and she can give directions for the type of transaction you want to make.  Ms. 

Wettig may be contacted at 713-468-6552 or at tina.wettig@wellsfargoadvisors.com.   

Second, you might also consider giving your pledge for 2017 to the church by December 31st and include that amount in your 

itemized tax deductions for 2016.   

As always, talk to your tax preparer for advice in your financial situation. 

Ada Fuller 

Treasurer 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
If you would like to make a donation to purchase poinsettias to adorn our chancel during this Christmas season please place 

envelope in the offering plate or return it  with your payment to the church office by Sunday, December 11th. Payments can be 

made online—please note ‘Poinsettias’.  Please indicate your name and/or family as it should appear.  Also let us know if it is an 

honor or memorial and who it is for.  Thank you.   

mailto:tina.wettig@wellsfargoadvisors.com

